
Iron Widow
by Xiran Jay Zhao
The boys of Huaxia dream of pairing
up with girls to pilot Chrysalises, 
giant transforming robots that can 
battle the aliens that lurk beyond the 
Great Wall of China. It doesn’t matter 
that the girls die from the mental strain. When 18-year-old
Zetian offers herself up as a concubine-pilot, it’s to
assassinate the male pilot responsible for her sister’s death.
But when she gets her vengeance, it becomes clear that
she is an Iron Widow, a rare kind of female pilot who can
sacrifice males to power up Chrysalises instead. To tame
her frightening yet valuable mental strength, she is paired
up with Li Shimin, the strongest male pilot in Huaxia. But
now that Zetian has had a taste of power, she will not
cower so easily. She will take over instead, then leverage
their combined strength to force her society to stop failing
its women and girls. Or die trying.

They Went Left
by Monica Hesse
Germany, 1945. The soldiers who 
liberated the Gross-Rosen 
concentration camp say the war is 
over, but nothing feels over to 
18-year-old Zofia Lederman. Her 
body has barely begun to heal, her 
mind feels broken. And her life is 
completely shattered: Three years ago, she and her
younger brother, Abek, were the only members of their
family to be sent to the right, away from the gas
chambers of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Everyone else — her
parents, her grandmother, radiant Aunt Maja — they
went left. Zofia's last words to her brother were a
promise: Abek to Zofia, A to Z. When I find you again,
we will fill our alphabet. Now her journey to fulfill that
vow takes her through Poland and Germany, into a
displaced persons camp where everyone she meets is
trying to piece together a future from a painful past.
But the deeper Zofia digs, the more impossible her
search seems. How can she find one boy in a sea of
the missing?

FANTASY
This Vicious Grace
by Emily Thiede
Three weddings. Three funerals. Alessa’s 
gift from the gods is supposed to 
magnify a partner’s magic, not kill every 
suitor she touches. Now, with only weeks 
left until a swarm of demons devours 
everything on her island home, Alessa is 
running out of time to find a partner and stop the invasion.
When a powerful priest convinces the faithful that killing
Alessa is the island’s only hope, her own soldiers try to
assassinate her. Desperate to survive, Alessa hires Dante, an
outcast marked as a killer, to become her personal
bodyguard. But as rebellion explodes outside the gates,
Dante’s dark secrets may be the biggest betrayal. He holds
the key to her survival and her heart, but will he help her
master her gift or destroy her once and for all?

SCIENCE FICTION

REALISTIC FICTION

Avery Anderson is convinced her 
senior year is ruined when she's 
uprooted from her life in DC and 
forced into the hostile home of her 
terminally ill grandmother, Mama 
Letty. The tension between Avery’s 
mom and Mama Letty makes for a frosty arrival and
unearths past drama they refuse to talk about. Every
time Avery tries to look deeper, she’s turned away,
leaving her desperate to learn the secrets that split
her family in two. While tempers flare in her family,
Avery finds friendship in unexpected places: in Simone
Cole, her captivating next-door neighbor, and Jade
Oliver, daughter of the town’s most prominent family —
whose mother’s murder remains unsolved. As the three
girls grow closer — Avery and Simone’s friendship
blossoming into romance — the sharp-edged opinions
of their small southern town begin to hint at something
insidious underneath. The racist history of Bardell,
Georgia, is rooted in Avery’s family in ways she can’t
even imagine. With Mama Letty's health dwindling
every day, Avery must decide if digging for the truth is
worth toppling the delicate relationships she's built in
Bardell — or if some things are better left buried.

We Deserve Monuments
by Jas Hammonds

HISTORICAL FICTION

summer reading choices

Rising Tide Charter Public School

Choose ONE book from this list to read this
summer. Arrive at school in the fall ready to
discuss your book! You can find these books
on soraapp.com and at your local library.

ENG I & II * 

This list is for students entering grades 9 & 10
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